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District Statement

The Midland Public Schools Board of Education met in closed session on July 15, 2019, to discuss a draft Settlement
Agreement with a student’s parents that would resolve a dispute arising out of an issue with a staff member’s
search of a student’s property. Neither students nor staff were placed in physical danger by the property or the
search.

“Searches of student property by school officials — whether it’s a locker, a backpack or a cell phone — are allowed
under certain circumstances and subject to a certain limitations. In the course of our investigation of this matter,
we discovered that a search of a student’s property exceeded what is allowed under the law. The Board stepped up
and took responsibility for this mistake,” said Superintendent Michael Sharrow.

Following the closed session, the Board approved the draft Settlement Agreement and authorized the Superinten-
dent to execute the terms of the Agreement. The Board determined that the Settlement Agreement is in the best
interests of the District and will allow all parties to move forward.

The District’s top priority is to ensure that students are able to learn in a safe and stable environment. We remain
committed to safeguarding, nurturing, and educating students. The District also has policies to establish legally com-
pliant investigation and corrective action practices.

We appreciate the trust and confidence that our families place in Midland Public Schools and we will continue to
work to maintain that trust.

MPS CON N ECT is a great communications tool for you to connect with me. Every message

comes to my desktop. Either | or a member of our staff will do all we can to reply to your message the next
work day. Click here to connect with me: https://goo.gl/forms/ciB8b7FAMXb4pQxN2




